vii         .HISTORY  OF UPPER ASSAM          87

flagged courtyard surrounded by a rampart of hewn
sandstone blocks, the inner side of which is faced
with bricks. In front of this altar is a stone terrace
on which offerings were placed, and about sixty
paces from the altar is the second rampart and deep
ditch outside. There were no signs of gateways,
but a raised roadway led out from the west face of
the altar. There are also traces of this altar having
had a roof over it once, but this has long since vanished.
Both sacred spots are in an absolutely ruinous state
and overgrown with jungle round and upon them.
This growth of course gradually displaces stones,
and the general dilapidation is probably increased
by the numerous wild elephants tearing down the
shrubs from the highest points reachable, and rubbing
themselves against the walls.

In the vicinity of Sibsagor, at Garhgaon, and
Rangpur, are still to be seen remains of old Ahom
forts, the palace, several large tanks, and some fine
Hindu temples. Charaideo, the first capital of note,
and for long a place of sanctity for Ahom kings, has
little or nothing left visible of its former glory beyond
a temple, a tank, and the mounds covering the burial
places of certain kings. In the centre of the Dihing
Company's tea plantation stands a large ancient
temple with a splendid avenue of Nahor trees of
great age leading up to it ; this was discovered when
the ground for plantation was being cleared of its
dense forests. In this neighbourhood, when out
shooting in the jungles, one frequently comes across
evidence of the sites of towns and villages, artificial
irrigation channels, tanks, and groves of fine old
mango and jack fruit trees, marking where once